Coagulation abnormalities in patients who have liver disease.
The liver plays a central role in the maintenance of normal hemostatic function. Because liver disease alters pathways of coagulation and anticoagulation, patients who have advanced disease can experience severe bleeding or thrombotic complications. Complications of advanced liver disease may also contribute to bleeding or thrombosis. This article reviews and discusses the management of the most common coagulation problems encountered in patients who have end-stage liver disease, which are thrombocytopenia and impaired humoral coagulation as measured by prolongation of the prothrombin time and international normalized ratio.